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A brief reminder for our next meeting the 

 

 

 

 

FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

The Board of Directors will be meeting soon to 

discuss what events that we may be allowed to  

have in the future when our pandemic is past. 

 

Sadly Oshkosh has been cancelled for 2020.  

Watch for Emails from EAA because they are 

having lots of good and informative webinars for 

everyone.   Oshkosh is still a great place to visit 

in the fall when the EAA Museum can open back 

up.  They have added a new WASP exhibit to the 
museum.  EAA is also planning a 30,000 addi-

tion to the museum that will feature hands-on 

STEM-focused education labs and a state of the 

art pilot proficiency center.   EAA is also expanding 

the Memorial Wall and plans to be completed this 

year. 

 

 Check out our new website @ https://eaa863.com. 

I am still in need of  your photos, thoughts, ideas 

and stories to report and send out in the future.  I 

need your  support, input, and help.    Also I would 

love to get your bio’s for member spotlights.  You 

can  send any aviation events,  items,  and pictures  

to                   Deborah Baugh 

deborahbaugh@comcast.net      

 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS for EAA863         All TBD 
 
MAY MONTHLY MEETING CANCELLED 
 
LAST 5TH SATURDAY MAY EVENT     TBD 
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EAA 863 Family,  
 
I’m sure most of you have heard the 
sad news that EAA Airventure has 
been cancelled for 2020.  
 Air Academy has also been can-
celled.  
 
Locally, the FOP summer camps 
have all been cancelled as well as the 
Sattler Foundation Camps.  

 
 Our Chapter meeting for May has 
been cancelled and while I keep 
holding on to our breakfast at the 
end of the month,   I’m sure I’ll be 
announcing it’s cancellation soon as 
well.  
 
The state will only allow gatherings 
of 10 or less as of now.  We have no  

 
 
 
way to know when the state will go 
to Phase 2 of the opening.   
Young Eagle events do not follow so-
cial distancing guidelines either.  
 I do not know about you, but I feel 
as though the wind has been taken 
from my sails. 
 
I will be scheduling a virtual Board 
Meeting soon to discuss our imme-
diate future and what we can do to 
promote the passion we all share.  
 
 I am asking for ideas from you, so 
please email me with fun and even 
educational opportunities we may 
share at the airport.  We may be able 
to pull off outdoor grilling or some 
other event that will keep us togeth-
er, apart.  So please email me and 
share any thoughts you may have so 
we can discuss at our Board Meet-
ing. 
 
See you at the airport…….. 
 
              Gary Piper,  President 
             piperj3cub@icloud.com   
 
           www.863.eaachapter.org   

From the Backseat 
              By Gary Piper 



EAA MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
Brian Thompson 

 
     Brian serves on our Board of Directors and is our Chapters “Event Manager”.  Brian is 
responsible for Set –up for all our Chapter’s Events.  Since all our events have been can-
celled for now, Brian has had plenty of time to work on the upgrade of replacing and in-
stalling the new engine in his Aeronca Champ, N2872E.  Brian is upgrading his engine from 
a Continental a-65 to a c-85-12.  Brian painted his new engine blue before doing the assem-
bly.  During his project, Brian was assisted by several of our chapter members. 
(Nelson Willis, Myron Lasater, Toby McCrary, 
Robert Pesak, Paul Rotenberry, Matt Rotenberry,  
Sam Swift, and Gary Soloway).  Flight Testing 
has gone well. 
Brian started hanging out at the airport when he 
was 8 years old with his Dad and quickly became 
addicted to Aviation.  He started building RC air-
planes at a young age and later started flying in 
1999 with Don Reed in N757BZ.  Brian flew 
powered paragliders for a couple of years before 
buying his first airplane, a Challenger 2 with his 
good friend Dan Decker.  Sadly Dan passed away 
3 years ago.   Brian enjoys bringing Mary and 
their children to the airport and spending time 
with his EAA Airport family.  Brian is  a SMA tech 
with Middle Tennessee Electric. 
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En-COMPASS-ing General Aviation Safety
   May 2020 (NL#3)  

A Bad Day at the Airfield! 
What do we do when we have a bad day at the Airfield?! 

 
The chances of any of us getting involved in an accident or an incident with 
our aircraft or a rented aircraft are quite slim; but what do we do if it hap-
pens? 
 
There are FAR regulations to follow, and these rules also have a time limit 
to be aware of, for notification of the authorities; so let’s take a look at the 
details. 
 
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is the investigating 
branch of the US Government. The NTSB is responsible for the investiga-
tion of all aircraft incidents and accidents in the U.S. The NTSB board also 
is the only authority to determine the probable cause for accidents. They 
use NTSB form 6120.1, to gather and report the facts in any incident/
accident. 
 
Definition of an ACCIDENT: under 49 CFR 830, NTSB is: An occurrence 
associated with the operation of an aircraft which takes place between the 
time any person boards the aircraft with the intention of flight and until all 
persons have disembarked, or in which any person suffers death or 
serious injury, or in which the aircraft receives substantial damage. 
Definition of an INCIDENT: an occurrence other than an accident, 
associated with the operation of an aircraft, which affects or could affect 
the safety of operations. Occurrences requiring notification can be found in 
the Aeronautical  Information Manual (AIM): chapter 7, section 6, Safety, 
Accident, and Hazard Reports  (7-6-1 & 2). 



 
Notification to the NTSB: Initial notification must be made immediately; but 
the form must be filed within 10 days after an accident on NTSB form 
6120.1.  
When the FAA files a report of an aircraft incident or accident, they use form 
8020-23. If you notify the FAA immediately after the occurrence they will 
notify the NTSB. The pilot in command is responsible for this notification 
and should follow up to make sure the FAA has notified the NTSB. The FAA 
does not make a determination of the probable cause or make recommenda-
tions to the NTSB, they just report the facts.  You would then notify your in-
surance company and let them handle the rest of the legalities. 
 
Heck, the form is 11 pages in length, it would take all day to fill it out, best to 
not get into an accident!  
 
Within aviation it is said “there is no such thing as an accident, there are al-
ways causes”. This I believe is a true statement, however I do think that there 
can be situations of pure accidents, where no person is ultimately respon-
sible. Just ask Captain Sullenberger, “why those geese just flew right into the 
engines” so “we landed in the river”. This is one of a very few accidents or 
crashes that was truly an accident. Captain Sully his crew and passengers 
were very lucky as it appears, their flight experienced both the worst and 
best of luck at the same time. More on this accident later. 
 
Fly safely and I hope no one reading this newsletter ever has to fill out that 
long report. 
 
References: NTSB.gov, (Form 6120.1).  
FAA.gov (Form 8020-23).  
NTSB.gov Report DCA09MA026. 
 
Will Rondeau 
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 EAA 863 YOUTH GROUP 
Your EAA 863 Board of Directors has approved the  formation of our EAA 863 Youth 
Group.  This new group will be spearheaded, lead, and mentored by  both Janet Piper 
and Sam Ludwikowski. 
 
Janet and Sam are very excited about getting this venture started and planning specific 
Youth Events for all our young members. 
 
Janet will be accepting donations for prizes to give out to our youth group during any 
competition events.  Email janet.piper@comcast.net if you would like to join, help, offer 
up any donations or help in any way with this new youth group.  Janet will be reporting 
on these plans and new activities further each month in the upcoming newsletters.                 
 


