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UPCOMING EVENTS for EAA863

February 29th Saturday morning Breakfast and Young Eagles
March 12th
March meeting
March 14th
Boy Scout Merit Badge University
March 20th
EAA Leadership Dinner Reservation Required
A brief reminder
ourand
next
meeting tha
March 21st
EAA Leadership Program
Forfor
Info
sign
up
https://eaa863.com/2020/01/26/chapter-leadershipbootcamp/
March 31st-April 4th
Sun N Fun Lakeland Florida
FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR

2020 EAA 863 Board
President: Gary Piper
V-President: Gary Soloway
Sec/Treasurer: April Eshelman
News Editor: Deborah Baugh
deborahbaugh@comcast.net
Web Editor: Elis Huff
elvisandjessicahuff@gmail.com
Flight Advisor: Chuck Johnston
Technical Advisor: Toby McCrary
Young Eagle: Janet Piper
Scholarship: Trisha Yates
Membership: Doug Eshelman
Ramp Operations: Gary Farmer
Programs: Myron Lasater
Facilities Manager: Robert Pesak
Safety Officer: Mike Russell
Events Manager: Brian Thompson

I am excited and busy getting ready to attend the
National Annual Women in Aviation conference
in Orlando next week and hope to see some of
you there.
Now this Saturday February will also be our first
Fifth Saturday and we plan to have breakfast,
rain or shine so mark your calendars and come
out to help and to join the fun. Young Eagle
Flights will be at 10:00am weather willing.
Just a few days till March and hopefully flying
weather will be here so make sure both you and
your aircraft are in good order.
For anyone planning to come to Sun N Fun, the
weather is great in Florida . Also, Check out our
new website @ https://eaa863.com.
I am still in need of your photos, thoughts, ideas
and stories to report and send out in the future. I
need your support, input, and help. Also I would
love to get your bio’s for member spotlights. You
can send any aviation events, items, and pictures
to
Deborah Baugh
deborahbaugh@comcast.net

From the Back Seat
By Gary Piper

Groundhog Day was February 2nd.
Punxsutawney delighted most of us
with a prediction of an early
spring. That’s great news for us
aviators, at least for me anyway.
This has not been a kind winter for
Cub drivers.
As most of you know, our chapter
has been quite busy as a group and
as individuals. Our meetings are
very well attended and our speakers thus far have been phenomenal, including Will Rondeau and
Victoria Teet. And it’s not stopping
anytime soon. At our March 12th
meeting we’ll have Charles Runion
with “Wings Remembered”. We’ll
share a meal at 6:00 and the
presentation will start around
7:00.
Individually, we learned that Ian
Parsons has soloed, and Jared
Carter, Kyle McEhannon and Luke
Blain have started lessons. Luke
was just on Fox17 News Thursday
morning flying the Redbird sim at
Siegle High School. Our youth
squadron will continue to grow as
we secured another Ray Foundation scholarship. Yay!!

Our chapter is hosting an EAA
Leadership Boot Camp on the 21st
Of March.
There are 47 confirmed attendees
so far. We are hosting a light
breakfast and lunch. A dona tion
jar will be available to help offset
our cost. Friday, the 20th is a meet
and greet dinner at Sammy B’s
(Dutch treat) at 6:00. We will need
chapter volunteers to help with logistics through the session on Saturday. Please let me know your
availability at:
piperj3cub@icloud.com . You may
also choose to participate as an attendee. If so, please register at:
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/eaachapters/chapter-leadershiptraining/Chapter-Leadership-BootCamp , being sure to select March
21, 2020 – Lebanon, TN.
Deborah Baugh is hopeful that you
will share any stories and or pictures with her for the newsletter.
Please send them to:
deborahbaugh@comcast.net
Elvis Huff is also hoping you will
share material for our website and
Face Book page. Please send it to:
elvisandjessicahuff@gmail.com

Our first 5th Saturday Breakfast is
February 29th and the weather I’m looking forward to seeing you
looks good. We start serving at at our breakfast and our next meet7:00 until 10:00 and start flying ing.
Young Eagles shortly after.
From the back seat of NC33453, I’ll
see you at the airport.

February 14th, 2020 Monthly Meeting

Keynote Speaker - Our own Victoria Teet
EAA 863 had a great time listening to member Victoria Teet tell us about the
WASPS and other Fly Girls of WWII during Thursday night’s meeting in
February.
VICTORIA TEET tells EAA 863 about
the forgotton WASPS
All service members were heros during
WWII. Victoria told of the bravery
And selfless sacrifice of six brave women
during WWII. One of these WASP was
Nashville native Cornelia Fort who was
flight instructing in Hawaii when the
Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor.
Thanks so much to Victoria for presenting her program to our Chapter and what
A perfect fit for Valentines.
Victoria is also a member of
Music City Women in Aviation
And the Civil Air Patrol and
always helps and volunteers
For all the EAA Young Eagles
Programs and other 863 events.
Victoria will be attending the
Aviation Academy in Oshkosh
In July later this year.
863 is Proud of you, Victoria!

EAA 863 Member Spotlights
Congratulations to Ian Parsons for completing his first solo flight! Ian
was the recipient of the EAA’s Ray Aviation Scholarship. Ian has been
working hard and progressing towards earning his private pilots license.

Ian Parsons soloed on 2/22/2020

in Aircraft C-150 N66574

@ M54

Ian is taking his lessons at Class Bravo with Stephen Merrick
EAA 863 is so proud of you and all your hard work. Congratulations Ian!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

360 EnCOMPASSing General Aviation Safety
By Will Rondeau
When Gary Piper asked if I would be interested in writing for the EAA Chapter #863 newsletter, I agreed
immediately to produce a column for him. I have already enjoyed a warm welcome from the Chapter (the
decision to become a member was a no-brainer) and writing for the newsletter is both a privilege and an
opportunity I couldn’t pass up.
I will start by saying I am eager to share both my real-world experiences and my passion for the future of
safety in the field of general aviation. My writing here will focus primarily on examining specific aircraft incidents and accidents, their causes and how we might work to avoid repeating these causes in the future.
In addition, I will explore a variety of flight planning tips to help the GA pilot make the most conscientious
“Safety of Flight” decisions.
THIS MONTH: THE PROFESSIONAL AVIATOR
How do we determine what makes someone a “professional” pilot?
I believe it is all in the attitude a person takes when it comes to flying an aircraft. This attitude
(unsurprisingly, perhaps) will usually correspond to the way each of us approaches anything in our lives
(focused vs. unfocused, meticulous vs. cavalier, responsible vs. irresponsible, etc.). When flight is involved,
however, our tasks take on an element of danger not shared by the more mundane things we do every day.
We need to be as engaged and highly prepared as possible to be ready for the many peculiarities of flight.
On occasion you may hear pilots brag about the size and type of aircraft they fly—as if the larger or more
complicated it is, the better they are as pilots. I hate to disappoint anyone, but this is simply not true. The
size or weight of an aircraft has nothing to do with determining a pilot’s skill level.
The true measure of a pilot is shown by whatever the pilot puts into the task of flying and what he/she takes
away from that task and what it means to them. In other words, the more work and preparation a pilot puts
into a flight and the pride they take away from the flight is the true measure of being a professional aviator.
It is important to learn something from every flight we make. We can either learn more about the aircraft,
the people we fly with or even about ourselves. We can learn from how we plan for a flight, how we react to
situations, and how we make flights safer as we gain experience. The pilot who boasts that they “just get in
and go” is not a professional aviator—these types of pilots are missing the very essence of the responsibility
of flight and are not the ambassadors we need to move aviation forward in the 21st century.
In closing, I was happy to meet many of our Chapter’s members at my January 2020 “General Aviation
Safety” lecture. For those who are interested, I will be presenting it again at other EAA Chapters in Nashville and the surrounding areas:
Until Next Month—Will
Gallatin Chapter #1343
Tuesday, 3/10/20 @ 1800hrs
Gallatin Airport

Airport Manager, Heather Bay
is named Business Person of the Year
by Lebanon Wilson County Chamber
of Commerce this month.
Congratulations to Heather and to
her amazing team at DFS, to her family and friends for this special honor.
In addition to managing the Lebanon
Airport and running Direct Flight ServiceHeather also volunteers for several
non-profit organizations and serves
on the Board of Directors for
*Tn Aviation Hall of Fame
*Tn Airport Aviation Assoc
*Wilson County Chamber
*Prospect, Inc.
*Music City Women in Aviation

Congratulations HeatherYou Deserve it and EAA 863 is
Proud of You!!!!!!!

Attention M54 Pilots:
In January the local FSDO came out to the airport to deliver a ferry
permit. While they were at the airport, they took the opportunity
to complete a few ramp checks as a teaching experience. They
picked out a few airplanes preparing to depart from Class Bravo
and also spoke to the folks in the Direct Flight Solutions Maintenance hangar. Rest assured this was not a punitive visit, and all
the airplanes/pilots checked out ok. They did tell us that they were
planning to make a few more rounds to M54, again for training, so
this is a reminder to keep your documents for yourself and the airplane in order.
Trisha

Newsletter Ray Aviation Scholarship Update: By Trisha Yates
As everyone knows Ian Parson’s was our 2019 Ray Aviation Scholarship winner for EAA 863. You will hear
more from Ian on his adventure to solo.
For 2020, our chapter applied for, and was awarded, a 50/50 scholarship. This means that EAA will match
up to $5,000 for a eligible candidate that we select. The board approved the application and funding at the
last meeting, and we pushed forward with our application. We were one of 40 winners for the matching
scholarship. We have also applied for a full scholarship, but those will not be awarded until later in March/
April.

Now that we are awarded we are forming a selection Committee. The 2020 committee is currently: Mark
King, Jeff Wreyford, Brian Thompson, Doug Eshelman, Toby McCrary, Sue McPherson and Janet Piper. We
have two alternates: Will Rondeau and Mike McGrew. I will be facilitating, but not judging, the process.
Our next step in the process is to have our candidates apply. They should apply to tyates_home@yahoo.com,
(underscore between tyates and home) I will send confirmation when the applications are received.

The deadline for applications is March 27th.

The requirements to be eligible are:
Age 16-19
Student Pilot Certificate
FAA Medical
Must be able to start training within 60 days of award – May time frame
Must be able to complete the training within 12 months
Must be able to volunteer two hours/month for the chapter
Must have been a Young Eagle/Eagle Flight Participant
Must be a member of EAA 863

The applicants must provide:
An essay outlining their interest in aviation and why they are interested
in the scholarship.
A letter of recommendation for the scholarship.
Copy of Student’s Pilot Certificate
Copy of FAA Medical
Date of Young Eagle Flight

The deadline for applications is March 27th.

The eligible applicants will be interviewed by the selection committee panel.
If applicants have questions, they may contact me at 615-812-9785 or tyates_home@yahoo.com

The deadline for applications is March 27th.

