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A brief reminder for our next meeting the 

 

 

 

 

FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

 

Now is the time to make our plans for the 

new  year with hopes that this pandemic will 

soon pass and let us get back to normal activities.  For those 

planning on going to Oshkosh this summer, EAA is planning 

to admit our young people of 18 years and younger free to 

EAA Airventure to promote more youth to the world of flight.  

The convention is planned for July 26th-August 1st.  July also 

has a 5th Saturday on July 31st and we hope to attract many 

that may be traveling home from Oshkosh to our 5th Sat 

breakfast. 

Chapter plans for this year will include a trip to Dayton Ohio 

to the Air Force Museum and possible hosting of the EAA Tri-

Motor. (late May or June)  Stay tune for more details and 

dates. 

 

Chapter 35th Anniversary Celebration is Feb 12th. 

Sun N Fun date is April 13-18, 2021 for those who 

want to venture south in April. 

Smyrna Airshow is planned for June 5 & 6. 

Our Fall Classic will be October 2nd, 2021. 

 

Please send me your stories, your bio, your new 

ratings, & pictures to make this newsletter better. 

    We all like to read about  each other and get to 

know  each other better.  We all love aviation and 

the airplanes but our EAA friendships with each 

other are priceless.         dbaugh3451@comcast.net       

  I need your  support, input, and help.   

                           Deborah Baugh                 

 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS for EAA863   
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 Welcome to 2021.  Thank you to those 
of you for joining our virtual chapter 
meeting last Thursday. 
 
2020 is over and hopefully, we will apply 
some of the lessons we learned during 
one of the most unstable time we could 
have imagined over the past year. 
 
We survived as a chapter because we 
are a strong chapter, thanks to you.  
However, the level of enjoyment this avi-
ation passion affords us has taken a hit.  
We are a leading Young Eagles chapter.  
Yet, only a handful of our pilots were 
able to get a few kids up for rides.  Not 
having FOP summer camp or the Boy 
Scout merit badge events put a huge 
dent in our numbers. 
 
Airventure was cancelled, our end of 
year Christmas party was postponed 
and our Black Eye Pea event on the first 
was cancelled. 
 
We have a great website, newsletter and 
Facebook page.  If you have anything 
you would like to share, please contact 
Deborah Baugh and Elvis Huff. 
 
Membership Dues are due at the first of 
each year.  We are working on a on-line 
payment process but it is not completed 
quite yet.  Individual dues are $25 and 
Family is $30 
 
You can send in your dues to 
EAA 863 
%April  Eshelman 
210 Temple Crest Trail 
Franklin, TN  37069 

 
The Board met Tuesday for the annual 
planning meeting.  These are your 2021 
officers and board members.    
        
 

President – Gary Piper 
Vice President – Brian Thompson 
Secretary/Treasurer – April Eshelman 
Newsletter Editor – Deborah Baugh 
Media Editor – Elvis Huff 
Membership – Doug Eshelman 
Safety Officer – Mike (Bigfoot) Russell 
Ramp Operations – Gary Farmer 
Young Eagles & Youth Group – Janet Piper 
Technical Advisor – Toby McCrary 
Flight Advisor – Chuck Johnston 
Marketing Director – Gary Soloway 
Program Coordinator – Myron Lasater 
Scholarship Coordinator – Jeff Wreyford 
Facilities Managers – Robert & Kathy Pesak 
Events Coordinator – Jamie Teet 
Pancake Czar – Aaron Carter 
 
Thank you to our leadership.  An exciting year 
lies ahead. 
 

Fly-Outs—We are researching a chapter 
field trip or a fly/drive-out to the Air 
Force Museum in Ohio.  Armed Forces 
Day is May 15th and we are looking at 
15 passenger van rentals and motel pos-
sibilities for overnight.  More details to 
follow.  See Doug’s Info Page on the 
Museum in this newsletter. 
 
Gone West– Brian is working on creat-
ing a   ’Gone West” memorial plaque 
 
Chapter House— We are researching 
the possibility of a permanent/dedicated 
meeting hall built on Airport Property. 
 
Non-Profit Flying Club—We are still re-
searching the creation of a flying club to 
help make the training of chapter mem-
bers more affordable 
 

By Gary Piper, President 



Chapter Board Meeting 2021 Plans 
 
Clean up Day—Pressure wash tables and chairs and clean and organize our storage 
areas   Date  TBD 
 
Chapter Awards 
   Presidents Award    Chuck Johnston 
                         Pioneer Award           Steve Sacks 
                         MVP/Spirit Award     Elvis Huff 
                         Horizon Award           Nick Henry 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2021 
 

January 14th—     Chapter Meeting-Virtual 
January  30th–    5th Saturday no breakfast due to COVID mandates 
February 12th-      Postponed Christmas Party/Chapter 35th Anniversary 
March 11th     -      Chapter Meeting– Dan Gryder—Saving lives 
April 8             -      Chapter Meeting– David Eshelman-F-18 top gun pilot 
April 13th-18th     Sun N Fun 
April TBD—           BNA 5K Run 
May 13th   -           Chapter Meeting   Agenda TBD 
May 15th, 16th     Fly/Drive-Out –Air Force Museum in Dayton, Ohio 
May 29th—           5th Saturday Breakfast and Young Eagles 
Late May or Early June      Ford Tri-Motor visit requested 
June 5-6th             Smyrna Airshow 
June 10th              Chapter Meeting –Robert Pesak– KR2 
June 17th & 24     FOP Summer Camp Young Eagles 
July 1, 15, 22         FOP Summer Camp Young Eagles 
July 26th-Aug 1    Airventure— Reserve camping block 
July 31st  -             5th Saturday Breakfast 
August 12—           After Oshkosh Party 
September 9th  -  Chapter Meeting 
September  25th  -  Girls in Aviation Day 
October  2nd        Fall Classic Fly-In—  Committee and Vol  needed 
October 14th        Chapter Meeting—Officer Nominations –Mach 1 party 
October 30th        5th Saturday  Breakfast 
November 11th    Chili Cook-off and Officer and Board Voting 
December 3rd      Christmas Party 

Gary Piper, President 



YOUTH GROUP UPDATE 
By Jaime Teet 

 
 

 
Gwendolyn  Vongkasemsiri 
is one of the youth groups 
newest members, but she 
has volunteered with our 
chapter for a couple years 
now.  She has helped with 
Young Eagle Flights and  
also helped with the setting 
up for our 5th Saturday 
breakfasts. 
 
When Gwendolyn took her 
first Young Eagle Flight,  
she absolutely fell in love 
with the  cockpit.   
 
About a month later, she 
joined the Civil Air Patrol to help her work towards her 
goal of obtaining her pilots  
license.  She worked very hard passing tests on drill,  
leadership, physical fitness, and  aerospace.   
 
In just two and a half years she reached the rank of Cadet 
Captain.  This week she was proud to assume the role of 
Cadet Commander of the Smyrna Composite squadron 
Civil Air Patrol.  
 
 This is a truly outstanding achievement! 
 



 
FLY OUT/DRIVE OUT TO AF MUSEUM 

 
 

Our Chapter is planning a fly out and drive out  excursion to the National 
Museum of the Air force in Dayton, Ohio, sometime this spring in April 
or May.  I’m from Dayton and can attest that the AF Museum is the best 
aviation museum in the world, and I’ve been to dozens.  The museum 
consists of four large hangars housing several hundred restored aircraft 
including Boxcar (B-29), XB-70, and two presidential aircraft.  The ex-
hibits include the Early Years, WWII, Korean War, SE Asia, Cold War, 
Presidential, and Space.  Also at the museum is a great gift shop, IMAX 
theater, and dining.  The museum is open 9-5 daily. 
 
This is planned as an overnite trip.  If you plan to fly up it’s  231 nautical 
and you must deal with Cincinnati class B.  If you drive it’s a 5 hour trip 
with a one hour time change.  The board has discussed renting one or two 
15 passenger vans for the trip.  We would also use the vans to shuttle the 
fliers to the museum.  If you fly up I don’t recommend doing it in one 
day.  There are two airports on the south side of Dayton that we can use.  
Dayton-Wright Bros (MGY) or Moraine (I73) where I learned to fly.  
These two airports are five minutes away from plenty of hotels in Mi-
amisburg and an easy 15 minute drive to the museum. 
 
While in Dayton there are other aviation historic sites to visit.  Huffman 
Prairie is right next to the museum and is where the Wright Bros con-
ducted their powered flights in 1904-05.  Waco Field museum is north of 
Dayton International Airport.  Then downtown Dayton offers the Avia-
tion Heritage National Park and when there you can visit the Wright  
Cycle shop. 
 
To take a virtual tour of the museum go:  nmusafvirtualtour.com 
 
AF Museum website:  nationalmuseum.af.mil 
 
A must for eating is Marion’s Pizza.  They have the best thin crust pizza in 
the world.  Ask G1 because he’s had their pizza. 
 
This should be a great event.  I try to go there once a year.  I never get 
tired of soaking in all the history.  The best part is that it is FREE. 
 
Blue Skies and Tail winds, 
 
Doug Eshelman 
 



Steve Bankston  -   
 
Attached are pictures of Steve’s carbon 
cub EX3 project.   Steve expects to com-
plete this project by the end of 2021. 



the 360  

En-COMPASS-ing General Aviation Safety   
NL# 11, January, 2021      (V101/#01) 

 

Aircraft Systems-Which One is the Most Important? 
 

 
 

How many systems are there on an aircraft? The 1903 Wright Flyer above had only a 
few, one motor driving two propellers, the wings and flight controls. Our aircraft of to-
day have many more systems for us to be knowledgeable about and also to know how 
to control each system.  
 
Let’s take a system and check it out. The engine or power plant is a good place to start. 
The engine produces thrust and to do this the engine requires many other systems 
contained within the engine system. For example take a simple 4 cylinder engine. What 
does is require to make our engine run? The following Sub-Systems: 
o Fuel: the fuel system includes these sub systems: 

o Fuel Tank 
o An electric powered fuel pump-that sends fuel to the engine 
o Engine driven fuel pump which increases the pressure (PSI) to the in-

duction system, 
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• Carburetor which mixes the fuel with outside air; or fuel injec-
tion system 

o Fuel manifold and Fuel lines 
o Fuel quantity indicator(s). 

 
The engine also has an oil system, comprised of: 
o Oil quantity  
o Oil tank or pump                                                                      
o An internal engine circulation systemo Oil indication sys-
tems 

o Oil pressure gauges 
o Oil temperature 

o The propeller is driven by the drive shaft from the engine, but a con-
stant speed propeller requires engine oil pressure to lubricate the prop. 
Spark, to make the fuel ignite within the cylinders: 
o Magnetos driven by the engine, to produce the needed spark. 

 
There are so many systems to be aware of on any aircraft. When we start fly-
ing more complicated aircraft the systems also get more complicated and 
there are more of them! 
 
When I talk to classes of young aviators I usually ask what system do each of 
them think is the most important? I hear answers like:  
o Engines 
o Instruments  
o Radios 
o Electrical 

For me the most important system on any aircraft are the Flight Controls; be-
cause when all those other systems fail, you must be able to control the air-
craft; but that’s just me.  
 
Here’s is a little history for you:  the first recorded crash in the US was on Septem-
ber 17, 1908. Orville Wright was demonstrating the Wright Flyer to Lieuten-
ant Selfridge, when a propeller split and cut through a rigging wire. The rud-
der failed and this caused loss of the flight controls. This condition did not al-
low Orville to control the aircraft as he tried to make a dead stick landing into 
the field. This loss of all the flight controls caused the first fatality in a pow-
ered aircraft. 
 
FLY SAFE FILE A FLIGHT PLAN CHECK THE WEATHER  KNOW SYSTEMS 
 
Until Next Month……..Will Rondeau 



FAA UPDATE 
By Doc Bollig 

 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!  Doc Bollig here. 
Thought I would start to send occasional FAA info to the group. 
 
 
1.    All airman medical certificate extensions have expired (except  
       Alaska),  reference: 61:23 SFAR Relief.  If your medical due date was                       
       extended, it is now due.  As we go forward, all certificates will  be due        
        as indicated on your certificate and based upon your age. 
 
2. In regards to the COVID vaccination, the FAA has issued  a 48 hour 

“No Fly/No Safety Related Duty” interval after each dose of any COVID 
vaccine. 

 
3.  Remember, a  Second-Class Medical Certificate reverts automatically           
       to a Third-Class Medical Certificate, as long as you are not exercising                                                  
 Second  Class privileges.  Also age limitations are: Third Class <40 
 years of age, is   good for five years and >40 years                                                          
        of  age, is good for two years, 60th or 24th month, respectively, after      
        the  month of the date of examination shown on the medical  
           certificate. 
        (FAR 61.23 Table of Requirements and Duration) 
 
4. Call or text if I can help or find any medical information for you from 

FAA website. 
 
5. Text back “delete” and I will take you off this mailing list if desired. 
 
 
 
Doc Steve 
AME 2nd and 3rd class since ’85 
615-826-3124 
(FAA Line)  


