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A brief reminder for our next meeting the 

 

 

 

 

FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

 

. 

Chapter plans for this year will include a trip 

to Dayton Ohio to the Air Force Museum and possible host-

ing of the EAA Tri-Motor. (late May or June)  Stay tune for 

more details and dates. 

 

Chapter 35th Anniversary Celebration is now histo-

ry and looks like all that attended had a big time. 

See pictures on the EAA863 Facebook site and 

website and some shown in this newsletter.  The 

party was a combination Valentines/Award/

Anniversary celebration.  We will show more Chap-

ter History in future newsletters so stay tuned. 

 

Sun N Fun date is April 13-18, 2021 for those who 

want to venture south in April. 

Smyrna Airshow is planned for June 5 & 6. 

Our Fall Classic will be October 2nd, 2021. 

 

Please send me your stories, your bio, your new 

ratings, & pictures to make this newsletter better. 

    We all like to read about  each other and get to 

know  each other better.  We all love aviation and 

the airplanes but our EAA friendships with each 

other are priceless.         dbaugh3451@comcast.net       

  I need your  support, input, and help.   

                           Deborah Baugh                 

 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS for EAA863   
 
MARCH 11th  Chapter Meeting with Dan Gryder 
    6:00p.m. Pizza  7:00p.m. Program & Meeting 
    Important Safety  Presentation 
that you do not   
       want to   Miss!! 
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I hope  you are all warm and cozy dur-
ing these next couple of days with ex-
pected low temperatures and bad driv-
ing conditions.  M54 is closed thru 
Thursday because of the weather. 
 
Please take the time to visit our website.  
Elvis has done a terrific job spending a 
lot of time getting it to where it is now.  
The latest perk is now we can pay our 
renewal dues on line and folks who want 
to join can do the full process in “Join 
or Renew”.  Thank you Elvis for your 
exhausting dedication. Membership 
Dues are due at the first of each year.      
Individual dues are $25 and Family is 
$30  You can now pay on our website or  
You can send in your dues to 
EAA 863 
%April  Eshelman 
210 Temple Crest Trail 
Franklin, TN  37069 
 
We had a wonderful meeting/
anniversary/Valentine’s Day/Awards 
party last Friday night.  Thank you to 
Jamie Tweet for creating this event and 
to her and Gini Thomason for decorat-
ing.  I have heard many good kudos 
from attendees.   Paul Rotenberry, My-
ron Lasater and Robert Redmon were 
original charter members and did the 
cake cutting honors.  Robert was our 
chapter’s first President.  Go to our Fa-
cebook page for many more pictures of 
the party and also our website. 
 
Our next meeting is Thursday, March 
11th.  Our very special  guest is Dan 
Gryder.  We have invited folks from oth-
er local chapters to participate and have  

 
 
 
 
 
asked for an RSVP so we know how 
much pizza to buy.  Desserts are always 
welcomed.  We will eat a 6:00 p,m, and 
the presentation starts at 7:00 p,m,  Dan 
is donating 2 AQP check rides.  Please 
come to this very important safety 
presentation.  This presentation could 
be a life saver. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the back seat of NC33453, 
I’ll see you at the airport. 
 
Gary Piper 
 
 
 

By Gary Piper, President 



 
 
Clean up Day— 
Pressure wash tables , chairs,  clean and organize our storage areas   Date  TBD              
 
February 12th-      Postponed Christmas Party/Chapter 35th Anniversary 
 
March 11th     -      Chapter Meeting– Dan Gryder—Saving lives 
 
April 8             -      Chapter Meeting– David Eshelman-F-18 top gun pilot 
April 13th-18th     Sun N Fun 
April TBD—           BNA 5K Run 
 
May 13th   -           Chapter Meeting   Agenda TBD 
May 15th, 16th     Fly/Drive-Out –Air Force Museum in Dayton, Ohio 
May 29th—           5th Saturday Breakfast and Young Eagles 
 
Late May or Early June      Ford Tri-Motor visit requested 
 
June 5-6th             Smyrna Airshow 
June 10th              Chapter Meeting –Robert Pesak– KR2 
June 17th & 24     FOP Summer Camp Young Eagles 
July 1, 15, 22         FOP Summer Camp Young Eagles 
 
July 26th-Aug 1    Airventure— Reserve camping block 
July 31st  -             5th Saturday Breakfast 
 
August 12—           After Oshkosh Party 
 
September 9th  -  Chapter Meeting 
September  25th  -  Girls in Aviation Day 
 
October  2nd        Fall Classic Fly-In—  Committee and Vol  needed 
October 14th        Chapter Meeting—Officer Nominations –Mach 1 party 
October 30th        5th Saturday  Breakfast 
 
November 11th    Chili Cook-off and Officer and Board Voting 
 
December 3rd      Christmas Party 
 

Gary Piper, President 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
FOR 2021 



 
FLY OUT/DRIVE OUT TO AF MUSEUM 

 
 

Our Chapter is planning a fly out and drive out  excursion to the National 
Museum of the Air force in Dayton, Ohio, sometime this spring in April 
or May.  I’m from Dayton and can attest that the AF Museum is the best 
aviation museum in the world, and I’ve been to dozens.  The museum 
consists of four large hangars housing several hundred restored aircraft 
including Boxcar (B-29), XB-70, and two presidential aircraft.  The ex-
hibits include the Early Years, WWII, Korean War, SE Asia, Cold War, 
Presidential, and Space.  Also at the museum is a great gift shop, IMAX 
theater, and dining.  The museum is open 9-5 daily. 
 
This is planned as an overnite trip.  If you plan to fly up it’s  231 nautical 
and you must deal with Cincinnati class B.  If you drive it’s a 5 hour trip 
with a one hour time change.  The board has discussed renting one or two 
15 passenger vans for the trip.  We would also use the vans to shuttle the 
fliers to the museum.  If you fly up I don’t recommend doing it in one 
day.  There are two airports on the south side of Dayton that we can use.  
Dayton-Wright Bros (MGY) or Moraine (I73) where I learned to fly.  
These two airports are five minutes away from plenty of hotels in Mi-
amisburg and an easy 15 minute drive to the museum. 
 
While in Dayton there are other aviation historic sites to visit.  Huffman 
Prairie is right next to the museum and is where the Wright Bros con-
ducted their powered flights in 1904-05.  Waco Field museum is north of 
Dayton International Airport.  Then downtown Dayton offers the Avia-
tion Heritage National Park and when there you can visit the Wright  
Cycle shop. 
 
To take a virtual tour of the museum go:  nmusafvirtualtour.com 
 
AF Museum website:  nationalmuseum.af.mil 
 
A must for eating is Marion’s Pizza.  They have the best thin crust pizza in 
the world.  Ask G1 because he’s had their pizza. 
 
This should be a great event.  I try to go there once a year.  I never get 
tired of soaking in all the history.  The best part is that it is FREE. 
 
Blue Skies and Tail winds, 
 
Doug Eshelman 
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Weather Briefings for the GA Pilot 

 
     
How does the General Aviation pilot get their weather (WX) briefing and is there 
a procedure to follow? This newsletter is designed to help the pilot, by using a 
checklist of how to go about receiving a WX briefing for your flight. It is important 
for the pilot to develop an overall mental picture of the WX, knowing what to ex-
pect, and how to make decisions to GO FLYING or NOT! For more information on 
this subject refer to “FAA GA Pilots Guide to Preflight Weather Planning”. 
 
The best aeronautical decisions are made while on the ground, prior to flight; to 
avoid having to make safety decisions while airborne. Referring to FAR 91.103 
Preflight action: each pilot in command shall become familiar with all available 
information for a flight.  
 
Sources available for WX information: 
o TWC: The weather channel, provides a synoptic view (the big picture) to 
give the aviator a preview of what to expect, for frontal conditions, on their tel-
evision channel. TWC on the internet has a page that gives WX maps with col-
or coding for limited visibility areas and IFR conditions. This provides your 
first snap shot of what to start looking for. 
o NWS: National Weather Service’s, Aviation Weather Center, gives initial 
WX info and a look at the AIRMET and SIGMET watch boxes. 
o DUATS: Direct User Access Terminal System, offers a Standard Briefing 
package from the FSS to get a printed copy of weather maps. (www.duat.com). 
This communication also records the transaction which shows you had re-
ceived an official WX briefing.  
o ADDS: Aviation Digital Data service  gives a more in-depth look from the 
joint effort of the NOAA forecast laboratory and NCEP Aviation Weather Cen-
ter (AWC). (adds.aviationweather.noaa.gov).    



• WEATHER BRIEFINGS CONTINUED 
 
 
 
AOPA Weather via the AOPA APP, provides national and airport specific 
data for checking weather and flight planning, (you must be an AOPA 
member). 
 
FSS bundles (or packages) weather information from the NWS into conven-
ient user friendly packages which gives the pilot specific details but also the 
big picture. On the web 1800wxbrief.com or call 1-800-992-7443 (wx brief).  
 

WX INFORMATION BRIEFING CHECKLIST 
 

o Big Picture: 3 days prior to flight: Start by watching the WX for the 
area of your intended route looking for a synoptic view: TWC, FSS for Wx 
Charts, and other sources, to watch for general information: 

o Fronts cold or warm 
o Ceilings visibilities 
o Winds on the ground and aloft 

o Focus: 1-2 days prior to flight: Is the weather moving as you had 
earlier thought that it would?  Are the fronts moving as you were expect-
ing? 
o Briefing: On the day of the flight get an FSS brief or use another 
source, which must include: 
o Area Forecasts (FA): gives a picture of clouds and general WX 
conditions and VMC over a large area. There are 6 forecast areas in the 
contiguous US, forecasts are issued 3 times per day and each forecast is 
valid for 18 hours.  
o Terminal Forecasts (TAF): Issued for an area of 5 statute miles 
around a large  airport. Issued 4 times per day and valid for 24 or 30 
hours.  
o METAR: An automated hourly WX observation, usually issued on 
the hour unless significant changes have occurred to the WX, which then 
can be issued at any time.  
o AIRMETS: Airmen’s Metrological Information: Advisories for an 
operational interest to all A/C. Issued every 6 hrs. with intermediate up-
dates as needed and includes: forecasting for  moderate icing and turbu-
lence, surface winds of 30 knots or greater, areas of ceilings below 1,000 ft 
and visibilities below 3 miles (basic VFR 
 



 

WEATHER BRIEFINGS CONTINUED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGMETS: Significant Meteorological Information: Advisories to all A/C 
of potentially hazardous WX conditions. Severe icing and severe turbu-
lence or clear air turbulence (CAT) are issued as needed and valid for 4 
hours. 
o NOTAMS: Notices to Airmen are mandatory to follow and you must 
ask for them during the FSS briefing. This alerts pilots of potential hazards 
along a flight route or at airports.  
o PIREPS: Pilot WX Reports: Valuable up-to-the minute information, 
regarding conditions as they actually exist. Pilots can report and/or con-
firm cloud heights, turbulence, wind shear, icing and other information. If 
a ceiling is below 5,000 ft. and visibilities below 5 miles ATC is required to 
solicit PIREPS.  
 
All of the information above seems like a lot of effort and time to accomplish 
especially for beginning aviators. As we build time and experience this task 
becomes simpler and makes sense. The WX and NOTAMS are required by the 
FAA and should you have any problems while flying, the FAA will confirm that 
you did indeed get a briefing. We, as pilots, are legally responsible for this in-
formation and will make your flying much more enjoyable. There are going to 
be times when flying in some conditions is just not a good idea.  
 
To help you make a safety decision for your flight; does the information you 
researched “Make Sense”?  Are you and your A/C capable of making a flight? 
If you are not positive that it is SAFE, DON’T GO! 
 
I am open to comments, suggestions, or corrections; In a life spent in aviation 
I am still learning…..feel free to contact me….captbusman@gmail.com…. 
 
FLY SAFE CHECK THE WEATHER FILE A FLIGHT PLAN 
 
Until Next Month………Will Rondeau  

 
 



SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE 
 

Ian Parsons earns his PPL and be-
comes EAA863’s first Ray Scholarship 
winner to complete the program. 
 
Ian we are all so proud of you and look 
forward to your next venture.  You are 
an important part of our new youth 
group. 



EAA Chapter #863 Youth Group   
  

 by Janet Piper – Youth Director 
 
 

 
2021 is off to a great start! We had our virtual monthly meeting where we 
discussed the calendar of events for the year and what the Youth Group 
members would like to experience this year.  There is lots of energy and ex-
citement looking ahead. They are very excited about our upcoming trip to 
Ohio to the National Air Force Museum in May!  They would all like the ex-
perience of flying there, so as we get closer to the date, any pilots with open 
seats please keep our student members in mind.  I am currently booking 
speakers for our Youth Group Meetings for the year. 
 
The Sattler Foundation for Aerospace Education has camps scheduled for 
this June.  The Exploration Camp (for high school students) will be held 
June 7-11, 2021 and the Aerospace Camp (for middle school students) is 
scheduled June 14-18, 2021.  To attend a camp you must complete an appli-
cation and submit with the essay requested. Please visit https://
thesattlerfoundation.org/ for application and further information.  The win-
ners of the essay contest can attend the week long camp at no cost. All sup-
plies, lunch and snacks are provided. 
 
 EAA Chapter #863 holds a Young Eagle Event for campers on June 12th and 
June 19th. 
 
We are very proud of Youth Group member Ian Parsons, our first Private Pi-
lot! By the way, Ian and Jared Carter first started their aviation journey by 
being accepted and attending the Sattler Foundation Camps. 



 AWARD WINNERS / VALENTINE PICTURES 
 

 



LOOKING BACK 
THE WAY WE WERE 


