


 

 

February 2022  
    

From your Newsletter 
Editor


A word of apology for the 
lateness of the January 
newsletter, I am still in the 

learning mode.  Many “Thanks” to Gary Piper and 
Tricia Yates for their guidance in assisting me in 
preparing and sending the January issue.

Thank you to Will Rondo for his presentation at the January 
meeting.  He did an amazing job with very short notice.  Many 
thanks for your willingness to fill in and present a quality 
presentation.

Kudos to all the 863 members to participated in the outreach at 
Richard Millard’s house which had significant damage from the 
flood in Waverly TN.   Gary and others returned a few weeks later to 
paint.  Projects like this speak volumes of the caring members in our 
chapter.

The Sattler Foundation will be sponsoring a fund raising event 
“WHEN PIGS FLY”   April 2, 2022 here in Hangar #2.  THE EVENT 
BEGINS AT 7:30 AM - 12:30 PM with a class on how to prepare 
barbecue taught by award winning pit masters.  A barbecue lunch 
with all the trimmings follows from 12:30- 2:00 PM.  Y’all come out 
and eat, take the class or volunteer during the event.  

Those of you who volunteer to present at the camp know how much 
we appreciate YOU!  The campers not only learn about expertise in 
aviation but you give them the added benefit of a LIFE CHANGING 
experience.  Ask any of our Sattler alumni or Junior members who 
have their pilots license or those currently enrolled in aviation 
training,  or our two seniors who will enroll at MTSU majoring in 
Aviation this fall, YOU have made a DIFFERENCE. Thank you for 
you past and present involvement in this exciting venture.


I need your support for input and help.  Send articles pictures to:

suemcpilot@yahoo.co


  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

CHAPTER MEETING - February 10th @ 6:30 
LEADERSHIP BOOTCAMP - March 5th 
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Will Rondeau 

  

En-COMPASS-ing General Aviation Safety   
NL# 24, February, 2022 (V102/#02) 

  
FLIGHT SAFETY 

ORIENTATION and the PHYSIOLOGY of FLIGHT  #1 

  

What is that mountain doing up here 
The definition of orientation takes on several meanings for the 

The definition of orientation takes on several meanings for the pilot.  The 
dictionary states “position of alignment relative to points on the compass or other 
specific directions”.  The determination of an aircraft’s (A/C) position in flight or 
while on the ground is also relative to position  over the ground, within airspace, 
altitude or the A/C’s position relative to straight and level flight.  This series will  
look into these areas as well as human physiology relating to human factors with 



discussion of the differences between Orientation and Dis-orientation or Spatial 
Orientation, when airborne. 
There are many reasons for a pilot to suffer from disorientation: such as Inattention 
to an A/C’s flight attitude, work load, fatigue, depression, drug interdiction, 
physical sickness, and lack of oxygen, to name a few. Many of the accidents are 
blamed on “Pilot Error” when the NTSB cannot find other causes, which is 
unfortunate, the pilot is blamed! 
  
These two accidents, don’t seem to have “Probable Causes” other than something 
went terribly wrong with the pilot. Is Human Factor to blame such as an 
impairment or a lack of concentration? Let’s look at these two crashes, and try to 
understand what happened. 
1) NTSB Accident Number: ERA21FA234. Occurred May 29 2021. The  A/C 

Cessna Citation model #501, departed MQY (Smyrna TN) during daylight, 
good weather, pilot lost control and crashed during climb out.                         
2) Aviation Safety Network: accident number: MSN 11475. 28 September, 
2021. A/C Rockwell commander 690B Turbo Commander. Departed 
Rheinlander WI, daylight hours, pilot lost control at 15,800 ft altitude, entered 
a steep spiral, and crashed. 

In either of these cases If the A/C did not break up in flight, why did the crashes 
occur? Speculating that the most important system in the A/C failed, The PILOT. 
  
A safe flight is no accident and any flight requires some level of planning, 
whether remaining in the traffic pattern or flying a long cross country. This type of 
orientation still requires the pilot know where he/she is in relation to the ground, 
and the location of available airports. Any pilot must personally be ready to fly, as 
soon as we lift off, human senses change and we must be prepared for these 
changes. For example departing at night and/or into IFR conditions requires us to 
think about what is expected of us and the A/C, as soon as we break ground. The 
pilot must think, prior to takeoff what A/C attitude is required, rate of climb, and 
airspeeds needed. He/she must also have a plan of action in case an emergency 
occurs during takeoff and initial climb, properly orientated to location and what 
options are available to the pilot. 
 One of the Human Factors seen in aviation is SPATIAL 
DISORIENTATION. 
  
Flying from VFR into IFR conditions that the pilot was not rated for or prepared to 
experience. Also flight at night or in weather and/or turbulence. Spatial 



Disorientation known as illusions or a perceived position or lack of visual 
orientation to the horizon. If the pilot is not sure of the A/C being in turn, a climb 
or descent. A discipline of understanding and relying the flight instruments requires 
a high level of concentration.  Of all the senses available to the brain, Vision 
provides the most valuable data. Visual acuity comes from your central vision 
(foveal) and peripheral vision (ambient) together to understand where you are. 
  
If the pilot should experience any Dis-Orientation during flight known as Spatial 
Orientation, we need to know how to correct this problem immediately! Aircraft 
accidents rates show that Loss of Control, Unintended Flight into IFR conditions, 
and maneuvering close to the ground, are the leading causes of fatal accidents in 
GA. 
Until Next Month Fly Safely Be Prepared for the Unexpected  
Always know you’re A/C’s Attitude 
  
Will Rondeau 
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RETREACTION: The February newsletter I forwarded for publication, 
was the wrong information. I intended to send the paper entitled “Flight 
Safety, Orientation and the Physiology of Flight #1”, I mistakenly sent a 
rough draft of a letter I wrote in response to an Aviation Safety 
Magazine article. My apologies….Will Rondeau 



  

EAA BBQ Fly-In Lunch
Lebanon Municipal Airport M54  April 2, 2022

‣Brisket 
‣Chicken 
‣3 Sides 
‣Dessert 

When: Saturday, April 2nd, 2022 
Where: M54 Hangar #2 
Time: 12:30 - 2:00pm 
Price:  $15 

Proceeds to benefit: 
THE BILL SATTLER MEMORIAL 

FOUNDATION FOR AEROSPACE 
EDUCATION 

 Lunch sign-up and more 
information at:n a 

thesattlerfoundation.org

Fly, Drive or Walk to enjoy a Barbecue lunch prepared by Barbecue 
Pitmasters Ronald Burns and Russ Lannom

World-Class Pit Barbecue




