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Greetings and Happy New Year! 
I am Sue McPherson the incoming Editor of 
our newsletter FLY PAPER.  One of my New 
Years resolutions for 2022 is to be successful as 
your Newsletter EDITOR. 
 I have big shoes to fill following the master,  Deborah Baugh, who 
has worked tirelessly and contributed enormously to our chapter 
making it one of the Best in Tennessee.   

I will strive to continue that ideal but with a size 4 shoe, (literally), it 
will take a lot of effort and help from y’all to replace Deborah’s 
expertise.   

ANY of you who want to write an article about your recent or past 
flying experiences, achievements, new ratings, near misses, antidotes 
on flying or recent almost, disasters send me an email including the 
article and I will include it in the newsletter.  This newsletter is about 
YOU and YOUR chapter, lets work together to make it informative, 
interesting and relative to what is going on at chapter 863. 

A little about myself.  I am a retired science teacher having taught 
physical science, biology, chemistry, physics and my favorite 
aerospace.  I have always been intrigued with aviation and vowed to 
learn to fly but educational studies and family delayed the 
fulfillment of my dream.  My family and students were very 
supportive of my flying but my true Mentor was a neighbor, retired 
Air Force General Earl Pate who critiqued everything I did in pilot 
training and made a reservation to be my first passenger after my 
check ride. I was more nervous on the first flight with Mr. Pate than 
on my check ride.  He was hyper critical, in a nice way, but later 
reminded me this was only the beginning and I had a lot to learn.  
How true.  Nothing compares with flying and I always remember my 
humble beginning.  

Send all articles and pictures to:  suemcpilot@yahoo.com 
Deadline for submitting articles and pictures the 20th of the month.



Greetings fellow members of Chapter 863. I hope this new year finds you well. I am very 
excited about this year and some of the events we have planned. I wanted to start by saying thank 
you for trusting me with the opportunity of being this year’s president of the chapter. 

Secondly, I wanted to give you some of my background for people that may not know me 
very well. As a young kid I have always had the love and passion for aviation and am very lucky to 
have a father with the same love. Although my dad couldn’t fly due to medical reasons we always 
went to airshows and loved to sit at the airport and watch planes take off and land (something we 
still both enjoy to this day). My first involvement with Chapter 863 was probably around the age of 
8. My dad and I went to a fly in at Lee Allens field.  I can still remember standing there watching 
the events of the day and wanting to be in the air so bad. Fast forward 10 years and that’s when I 
started my dream of becoming a pilot. On a cold January day as I sat on the tarmac with Don Reed 
in N757BZ I remember thinking this is really happening. I don’t remember much of what Mr. Reed 
said that day because I couldn’t believe it was finally happening.  

As many people do, I started my flight training but put it aside as other things in life took 
precedence, but I never lost the love of aviation.  After getting married and having my first child I 
decided that I wanted to get back into aviation. I decided to try my hand at powered paragliding. 
After a quick search I found out that there was an instructor right here in town. So, I gave him a 
call and from that day forward we became great friends and enjoyed many hours of flying powered 
paragliders together. That friendship led us to buy an airplane together and join the great EAA 
Chapter 863. Unfortunately, he passed away, but I am grateful for the time we were able to spend 
together enjoying the love of aviation. 

After finishing my training, I was talking to Myron about wanting a different plane and he 
said 4 words to me that have been some of the best ever spoken “you need a Champ”. That has 
brought me to where I am today. I love every form of aviation, but I really enjoy the history and the 
vintage side of flying. 

We have some great events planned for this year, and I am very excited to get this year 
started.  One event that I am very excited about is a Young Eagle Rally planned for June 11th. I am 
hoping this will be a huge community event that really opens the door for the public to see what we 
are all about. 

I will keep you informed of other events as they get closer and will be asking for volunteers 
to help make these events a success. 

  
Blue Skys and Tailwinds 

Brian 



As The Pro Flies 
General Aviation’s Accident Record 

Aviation Safety Magazine January 2022 
Mike Berry 

  
Mike in your article about the differences in the types of aviation comparing 
commercial aviation to general aviation, hits on many important points. I have 
studied the general aviation (GA) safety record for many years. I wrote my 
master’s thesis on comparing these two aviation fields and trying to change this 
perplexing problem. I have not seen an appreciable change in the number of GA 
accidents or fatality rates in decades, according to the NTSB records. 
  
Your article investigates how the GA pilot and the whole GA industry, could 
possibly become safer. The commercial carriers that you and I have flown for, were 
forced to make a commitment to safer air travel. These changes were initiated by 
an outcry from the traveling public and congressional law initiatives, and the 
carriers themselves. This level of pressure is just not existent in the GA 
community. We witnessed the safety programs develop, such as: training programs, 
FOQA, CRM, and many other successful programs, a wholly new attitude towards 
flying. GA will not be able to achieve these goals, easily! 
  
We can identify the outlying names of these causes, but understanding these 
problems are difficult to comprehend. However, the fixes are most probably not to 
be achieved within GA, as is seen in the constant and dismal accident records. 
  
THE PROBLEMS: that plague GA, can be stated as such: 
PROFESSIONALISM: There is a lack of how GA pilots approach the task of 
flying. Some of the crashes we see are committed by pilots who are professionals 
in their chosen career fields; yet don’t seem to carry this over into aviating, why? 
  



TRAINING: The GA pilot as you mentioned, does not believe they need more 
training. The cost of the “six-month check” and fear of possibly failing a check-
ride, does not lend itself to continual training! I do know of GA pilots who do not 
carry insurance on their aircraft, “too expensive”. 
  
ATTITUDE: I believe this is the leading contributor to GA accidents! There is a 
mystique about pilots that in GA. A person who has a pilot’s license, is thought that 
“he/she must be a very good pilot”. The pilots internalize this attitude and believe 
that they are “better than they actually are”. This is a false impression and a of 
security that the GA pilot clings to, and ultimately gets them in trouble. I have 
often seen pilots in GA exclaim and take pride in this statement “I just get in and 
go”, as if they are too good to plan out their flights. 
This ATTITUDE is a very serious and dangerous! 
  
Professional aviators will attest to the facts of the amount of training, planning, the 
high level of experience, and a second or third opinion is what makes commercial 
and corporate aviation so safe! Professional pilots do not act as if they are the “best 
pilots”, and this is what is missing in General Aviation. 
  
THE FIXES: Just as the airlines made the commitment to provide safe air travel, 
so can the GA community. 
COMMUNICATION: within the GA community about training programs and 
accident analysis. So well-meaning aviators can learn for the problems suffered by 
other pilots. 
MENTOR-SHIP: develop groups of local aviators where more experienced pilots 
can look over another (less experienced) pilots flight planning and feel free to 
correct or advise of situations where a pilot might be getting into dangerous flight 
conditions. A SECOND OPINION, as is used in professional flight departments. 
The FAA: needs to spend more of their time regulating and less time promoting 
GA flight. The FAA inspectors spend a great deal of their time in the office filling 
out forms and filing them. They should be out on the airports, checking and 
questioning the GA community about their licenses and abilities, weight and 
balance etc. The inspectors need to have the powers to police, stop flights that are 
not legal or perceived to be unsafe, write tickets and offer assistance. These 
program ideas mimic what helped make commercial flight as safe as it is today. 
  
Will Rondeau (professional aviator-retired) 
Mt. Juliet, TN 



Greeting chapter,
This past Saturday was our outreach project in Waverly at Richard Millard’s house.  As 
you know, Richard lost everything in an historic flood a few months ago.  Richard was 
lucky in that so many of his neighbors are unable to rebuild.  Waverly looks like a war 
zone.  The following chapter members showed up to hang 82 sheets of drywall, 15 
gallons of drywall mud,  a little electrical renovation and scrap and yard cleanup.  This is 
the evidence of the heart of our chapter.  Huge THANK YOU to all of you.

Wade Blaylock
Andy Creighton - Andy sent four of his drywall crew.
Doug Eshelman
Toby McCrary
Kevin Milleson
Chris, Tammy and Ethan Osborne
Gary Piper
Will Rondeau
Paul Rotenberry
Craig Stenson
Brian Thompson 



Watch for more pictures coming soon in our newsletter and webpage.

Gary Piper
EAA Chapter 863
www.eaa863.com
gary.piper@eaa863.com

 

Teach your children to love flying 
and they’ll never have money to buy 
drugs



Paul Rotenberry sent these pictures of Gary Soloway’s L 19 Bird Dog 
he and Steve are restoring.    Several others joined to help last 
Saturday.  Hopefully it will be completed and flying by April. 
   



 



Middle 
School 
Outreach at 
M54 

Nineteen exceptional 
students from Winfrey 
Bryant Middle school 
attended the M54 Outreach 
last December.  The school 
known as the Aviators 
seemed to feel right at 
home as Heather Bay 
escorted them on a VIP 
Tour of the airport.  Their 
last stop was a presentation 
by Janet Piper and Sue 
McPherson about the 

opportunities for teenagers in the Youth division of the EAA.  
They discussed opportunities for membership, participation in 
EAA events and the Ray Flight scholarships.  This was an 
impressive group and I am sure we will see some of these 
students joining EAA as teenagers. 

 



 

 






